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All its translators were Elizabethans, as their
dedication to King James, still printed with every
copy, gratefully acknowledges in its reference to
*the setting of that bright Occidental Star, Queen
Elizabeth of most happy memory. *

These words of the reverend scholars contain
no empty compliment. Elizabeth was a great
sovereign and, in some essential particulars, a
very great national leader. This daughter of
Henry VIII and his second wife, Anne Boleyn the
debonair, was born a heretic in 1533. Her father
was then defying both Spain and the Pope.
Within three years after her birth her mother was
beheaded; and by Act of Parliament Elizabeth
herself was declared illegitimate. She was four-
teen when her father died, leaving the kingdom to
his three children in succession, Elizabeth being
the third. Then followed the Protestant reign of
the boy-king Edward VI, during which Elizabeth
enjoyed security; then the Catholic reign of her
Spanish half-sister, "Bloody Mary/ during which
ler life hung by the merest thread.

At first, however, Mary concealed her hostility
to Elizabeth because she thought the two daughters
of Henry VIII ought to appear together in her